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THE SPY NEXT DOOR
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Ron Lake lived in a rather small house in a wide street, leading to the river. It was their city’s main street and Ron’s house wasn’t far from the bridge. If the windows were open at night, when everything was dark and quiet, he could hear many different sounds from the river. 
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One dark night Ron couldn’t sleep and he couldn’t understand why. He heard noises but they were not usual. He woke up his two brothers, Sid and Alan, because he was afraid. ‘‘What has happened?’’ asked Sid. ‘‘It’s night and everybody is in a bed.’’ ‘‘Look over there,’’ said Ron. The boys came to the windows. ‘‘Look at the house near the church,’’ said Ron. The boys looked at the house and couldn’t believe their eyes. There was light in it. ‘‘Oh, dear!’’ said Sid. ‘‘Nobody has lived in this house for a long time!’’ ‘‘I have never seen anyone there either,’’ said Alan. ‘‘Who could it be?’’ asked Sid. ‘‘There is a burglar there!’’ said Ron. Suddenly the house became dark. ‘‘Watch the doors!’’ said Sid. A man came out on the back door. ‘‘Look! Here he is. He must be a burglar or maybe a spy!’’ said Alan. The man came to the traffic lights, turned left and then the boys couldn’t see him anymore. ‘‘We can’t catch him now,’’ said Ron. ‘‘Let’s go to the house tomorrow.’’ 
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The next day the boys went to the house. Both the front door and the back door were locked. Everything seemed all right. They couldn’t hear a thing. They looked through the window. There was nobody in. The boys watched the house for some time and then went home. At night when it got dark the boys saw a tall man in the street. He walked up to the house and went in. ‘‘I don’t think he is a burglar,’’ said Sid. ‘‘He has got a key to the house.’’ ‘‘Maybe he is a spy,’’ said Ron. ‘‘Let’s go and see what he is doing.’’ The boys walked up to the house. They could see that the fire was already burning in one of the rooms, and that there was a big box on the square table. But the boys couldn’t see the man. ‘‘What shall we do?’’ asked Alan. Suddenly they saw a log next to the road. The boys put it up against the wall, below the window, but when Alan began to climb he fell down and there was a loud noise. The door opened and they saw the man, and the man saw the boys. ‘‘Who are you?’’ he asked. ‘‘Do you live near here?’’ ‘‘Yes, we do,’’ answered Sid. ‘‘And what about you?’’ The man smiled. ‘‘I think that I’m your neighbour. My name is Mr. Collins. I am an architect. I have bought this house. My family is going to live here after their trip to Scotland. But I want to finish some things in the house and build some things in the garden, so I come here after work.’’ ‘‘That sounds great,’’ said the boys. ‘‘We hope we’ll see a lot of you. Well goodbye.’’ ‘‘I’m sure you will. Goodbye, boys,’’ said Mr. Collins and shut the door. 
The children started laughing as they walked back to their house. ‘‘A burglar!’’ said Ron. ‘‘A spy!’’ smiled Sid.  ‘‘I wonder if he has a son of my age,’’ said Ron. ‘‘We could become friends.”
Vocabulary
Read the given definitions of the words, and then put the words to the sentences below.
1. fall down-(pv) - an uncontrolled drop from a higher place to a lower one;

2.  believe-(v) - to accept as true without proof;
3. quiet-(adj) - making no noise;
4.  come to-(pv) - to move towards you or arrive at the place where you are;
5.  come out-(v) - to appear.
1. Last night Tom _______________________ me and we watched TV.
2. The sun _______________________ every morning.
3. When the TV is off and the children are sleeping, the house is _________________.
4. Even as a child, I never _______________________ in Teeth Fairy.
5. It _____________ the stairs as there was no electricity in the house and I couldn’t see where I was going.
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Focus on Grammar






How is the simple present used in the sentences below? 
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1.  ‘‘I don't think he is a burglar,” said Sid. 
2. But I want to finish some things in the house and build some things in the garden, so I come here after work.
3. ‘‘I wonder if he has a son of my age,'' said Ron. 
4. I am an architect.
5. “I think that I'm your neighbour.”
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Underline the adjectives in the sentences below.

1. Suddenly the house became dark.
2. If the windows were open at night, when everything was dark and quiet, he could hear many different sounds from the river.
3. They could see that the fire was already burning in one of the rooms, and that there was a big box on the square table.
4. Ron Lake lived in a rather small house in a wide street, leading to the river.
5. One dark night Ron couldn't sleep and he couldn't understand why.
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Comprehension Questions
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1. Where did Ron Lake live?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
2. What did the boys see one night? 
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
3. How many brothers has Ron got? What are their names? 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
4. Was the man a burglar or a spy? Who was he? What was his profession?
___________________________________________________________

5. What did the man come to the house late in the evening? 
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
6. What was Ron wandering as he walked back to his home?
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
(T/F) Write: ‘‘True” or ‘‘False’’.

1) Ron Lake and his three brothers lived in a small house. 
2) The boys lived in London.

3) Ron’s house was not far from the bridge.

4) One dark night everything was quiet, but Ron couldn’t sleep.

5) Ron could hear the noise of cars in the street and couldn’t sleep.

6) The boys saw light in the house next door.

7) When it became dark in the house, a tall young woman came out into the street.

8) The man was a burglar.  

The simple present is used in 3 cases. 


General truths: "The sun rises in the east." 


Habits: "I drink coffee every morning." 


Conditions: "Today is sunny."








Adjectives tell us about people, "Maria is a smart", places "Paris is beautiful", or things "The food is good"�








